FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY

Narrator (3)

Caller

Flag bearers (2)

Flag burners (2)

Narrator 1: "We are here tonight to honor the symbol of our country and retire a flag which has served its useful life as a symbol of freedom throughout the world. " 
Please maintain silence and dignity throughout the entire ceremony

At this time we invite any veterans of our nation’s armed forces to join us on either side of the fire

Allow the veterans to come forward and line up on each side of the fire
CALLER: "Please stand."

Narrator 2: The United States Code states: "No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of America;" 
"The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning." 

CALLER: “Color Guard Advance”

Color guard walks out in single file line

CALLER: “Color Guard prepare to present the colors”

Flag bearers form square and unfold flag, flag burners stand behind each bearer
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CALLER: “Color Guard present the colors”

Flag bearers in front sharply kneel as the ones in back sharply raise flag
Narrator 3: "I am your Flag. I was born on June 14, 1777 amid the first flames of America’s fight for freedom.  Just a simple piece of colored cloth, sewn together in a red, white, and blue design. A piece of cloth that of itself does nothing more than hang or blow in the wind.  Planted firmly on the high pinnacle of American faith, my gently fluttering folds have proven an inspiration to untold millions.   I have been the silent sentinel of freedom for the greatest sovereign nation on earth.  I am the refuge of the world's oppressed people.  I am the inspiration for which America patriots gave their lives and fortunes, I am the emblem of America. Men and woman have fought for me, cried over me, given their lives for me.  
Narrator 1: “I have flown through Peace and War. Through strife and Prosperity, and amidst it all, I have always been respected and revered. I have been there through a Civil War, two World wars, and countless other tests of our resolve as a nation.  Your sons and daughters followed me into battle with unwavering courage from the bitter cold of Valley Forge to the blistering desert of the Arabian Peninsula. I flew at Gettysburg, San Juan Hill, Flanders, Omaha Beach, Korea, the Gulf War, all of them. I was there with George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and atop the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  I silently draped the coffins of those that did not return as they went to their final resting place beneath the silent white crosses row upon row. 


Narrator 2: “I am "Old Glory" and I proudly wave on high. Honor me, respect me, and defend me with your lives. Never let our enemies tear me down from my lofty position, lest I never return. Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy, and keep me always as a symbol of freedom, liberty, and peace in our country.   So long as men love liberty more than life itself, so long as they treasure the priceless freedoms bought with the blood of our forefathers, so long as the principles of truth, justice and charity for all remain deeply rooted in human hearts, I shall continue to be the enduring banner of the United States of America
Narrator 3: “When comes the time that I am old and faded, do not let me fly in disrepair, rather retire me from my duties and  replace me with a new flag so that I may continue to symbolize our country. With this, renew your commitment to what I stand for and pledge your allegiance to me one final time : 
CALLER: "Scouts... Hand Salute!

To the audience: Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance:" 
"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic, for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and Justice for all." 
CALLER: "Two" 
Narrator 1: As you can see, this banner of Freedom before you is worn, tattered, and soiled from use and age. Her broad stripes are no longer a fiery red & pure white, but faded and worn out. The stars and blue background are no longer vivid reminders of our blue skies and great land, of the purity, vigilance, and justice she should represent. An old friend that has flown proudly over the years and has done her job well. 
CALLER: “Color Guard prepare to retire the colors”

Bearers hand off to the burners standing behind them and then step back

CALLER: “Color Guard retire the colors”

CALLER: “Scouts... Hand Salute One" 

Narrator 2: My red stripes symbolize sacrifice, the blood spilled in defense of this glorious nation. 
Narrator 3: My white stripes, the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their sons in battle.  It also reminds us of the purity in our hearts and the honor we should each show in our daily lives.

Narrator 1: My blue field symbolizes the loyalty of all its defenders.  It also represents God's Heaven under which I fly, and my stars, clustered together, unify the fifty states as one for God and Country.  This portion of the flag is never separated.
Use a long stick to then "stir the ashes" so that it will not be possible to recognize the ashes as a flag. 

Play "Taps" while colors are being destroyed.

Narrator 2: As fire consumes the worn and tattered material in it’s purifying flame, we remember the words of George Washington, “We take the stars from heaven and the red from our mother country.  We separate the red by white stripes, thus showing that we have separated from her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity representing liberty.”

Thus the Stars and Stripes was born amid the strife of battle, it has become the standard around which a free people have rallied to preserve the greatest nation on earth.
CALLER: "Two"  

CALLER: “Color Guard regroup”

CALLER: “Color Guard Dismissed”









